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And Dorarhea’s life, like her art; has always been colorful,
unconventional and as filled widh laughter as she can make it.
“T love irony, absurdity and the strangeness ol everyday

life,” she says. “1 love to exanine the vast aceans of universal
meaning within the backyard kiddic pool of my imagination.”
She collects headlines from tabloids, such as “Man Changes
Sex, Then Changes Mind,”
and “20 \la.kl.d i’eople Elom FloydadzLTexa& in Car Wireck "

Shs, al\sﬂ mﬂk & pau fl"' )
heels and tmsse_d them -lp;-ﬂf}:

can pull mgu:ht:r sihel
lirtle girl,” says Doro
was born in Chicago and neve
really had an “ordinary”
childhood. Her parents. both
born in Denuda, Poland, were : th
band who soughr asylum in the United Srates after being
invited to play ona 1 950s-era relevision Show The ng fo
Polka Fest. When Dorothea won a sclmol art contest '
Saturday classes ar the Arr ]nqntutt, her parents gave the 1 l*—
year-old artist bus fare and a hand-drawn map of downrown
Chicago and sent her on her way.

“I gor lost a log, but T wenr the 13 miles on the bus and the
subway system all by myself and became a strange and offbeat
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“Woman Drowns in Saucﬂfr‘mt,”

child wandering through the halls of the Art Institute,” recalls
Ijorntluaa, who had spent her carly childhood pestering the
mepibers of her mother's sewing club to teach her how o sew
and embreider and knie. “T wove potholders and sold them
door-to-door like 2 Fuller Brush man—my first venrure in

selling crafes!™

Aﬁar those. ear!y are-filled ‘years. Domdlrza finished college,

In his act, he sang “Surrey with the
P wearmg a Dotothea-crafted Miss Emma Heant
rsydurz costume. He and his parents enlisted his new wife in
mkmg outfits not only for his acr, bur also for the family’s
- lifessized Infant of Prague doll, which was kept in z bell jar in
the middle of the living room and required seasonal religious
costumes. _M_(_)m with the costumes; a theme is beginning to
emerge.

“Thar marriage did not last,” says Dorothea simply.



She returned o school; graduated with a degree in are, married
again and hecame a graphic arrist and published cartoonist,
With her second husband, Max, she began a leather goods:
company, now called “Poor Taste and Max Hand Leather

(Goods.” The company credtes leather furninire and accessories,
such as braided leather belts that Dorothea exr[umlrcly beads by
hand.

The “Poor Taste” part of the business refers h'e'r

shrines and wall hangings. Much of the latter was inspit
the years she and Max lived in Taos, New I

(:]l‘}( (5

culture and images of the Southwest '
“1 began to become intrigied by 3
shed actual tears, the dirt from the shrine at
and the image of Jesus that appeared in 4 homemade corills
she says. “T re-rold these stories so many times thar people ]::cgan
calling me ‘Dorothea Tortilla,” The name pleased her, and it
stuck. She's carried it, along with the legends and observances 0[
the Southwest, to Bandon, Oregon, where she and her husband
now live. Their home studio. near the rough coasdine, is like the
studios of many other artists, reflecting Dorotheas lovelhate

l'ela.tionship with organization, L
1 .ry to be organl?cd as | get very frustrated if T can’r find '-"\_
things,” she says. “So 1 label things, pur things in boxes. Bur b
when I'm working on something for a deadline, it looks like 2 ?\
tornado in Hobby Lobby.” Instead of a “perfect Zen studio,” S
with Cs? rything white and pristine, she hasa working space E_
: ﬁ%as.{md. pink flamingo and some big, drag queen '\\\\
s her collecrion of Terrible Purscs, prominently =R
nber with bridal bouquets encased in i:‘-\
of Our Lady of '
¥ 'shnncd in glass and
éd hy drameuse l:abbu. im
ards in 4 store on
ch r:ard had a picture burned into
' cal ind Max suggested doing a line of
ds &}r I}'ICU' bu.smcss.
“So I got into creating these leather journal covers,” she says
of the removable leather casings she stamps and paines for the
regularion-sized art journals available at arts and craft stores.
“1 was looking for ways to combine beads and our leathier
products, such as the leather beles.” Shed been doing intricate 4
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hand beading for so long that its‘inclusion in the leather picees until—Tippy or my husband needs lunch!” After lunchy it’s back

was inevirable. 1o the studio ro fill orders: No marter whar she’s doing, though,
“I starced in the Campfire Girls,” she says, I got one of those  she’s coming up with ideas and finding inspirarion, something

little loonts and started doing the beadwork.” Sinee her mother that’s as natural to her as, well, charteuse rabbit fur.

was a Bluebird leader, Dorothea had been in the groups since she "Ie’s imporrant o find your own place. Years of thinking and

was about 3 years old; and the beading came in handy in sketching and reading go into 3 liferime of figuring out who you

du.uraung her (,dl[lpﬁre vest. 1 canrmued WIth bcadm

arﬁ and?wﬁat you want 0 do, bht‘ says. "'l was dI\‘\r ays a »er}

) 1t Cre: _ Q) COT | SO lmie diﬂerem somcrhmg wnh an
making shrines and wali hangh;gs% ' oW | ! . mine, The worst that could happen
life like the converging rribnaric ' .
4 TIVER -

“T feel like I ger in a rut if
one Lb.mg—qemng or beaﬁlz

of costume, the sewin
ahvag._rs out and; et

theres a}ways

of these come

takes a walk a
ht:ads for

buttoris, my ¢
rubber stamps.”

relates to her fayorite themes: Le
Luck, Jazz, the 1950s, Womens
Rales with a Tavist, Carnival,
Detunct Celebrities (like Tammy
Faye Baker, a favorite) or Kirsch.

“A lot of times T have notes or skerches in' book o hard to believe that happens very often in the weird and
remind me of weird ideas that 1 want to see in 3-1.7 she says. ‘wonderful world of Poor Taste. &
She stamps her chosen image and hand-paings it and then she '
glue< it on a base for her intricare b(_,admg The br{)()ches ‘can be R hcmmr@—.dﬂz‘be{y i @ toper and areist foing o Midland, Texas. Her

worn as jewelry or displayed on their backgrounds of felted wool @1l bate apprased in nameros "’“é’fﬂfm"‘:” and her dolls. fewelry. and books
b hor Fend. Shalls Mare s : Drge been featured vn shops wnd gallevies if New Ovleans, Tivos, Denver, and Searle.
WRYERL AT IRy NS a0 4 F ) Yow van veace berar rice. jm*m.m-mr.&z,jyumr we ar st ber web stie!
I love the concept and the acrual doing of the piece the wtonnrdioasfcoml= mnoplivice bl Borothea Toreilla can be conracred it

best.” Dorothea says. “1 get lost in the process and the time flies  DovatheuToriilla@mse.com.
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